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Dear Fellow Edgebrookians,

Ah, June, it seems to be, well, busting out all over. And things are
busy around Edgebrook. The Metra station is in the throes of the
second half of its renovation and promises to be a beautiful thing.
After some vigorous debate, both sides of the tracks will continue
to have shelters, improved handicapped access and new landscaping. The “choo-choo” at Jeff Green Park has been repainted
and reconditioned. The ECA and the Neighborhood Connection
Project, with Jac Charlier at the helm, have successfully lobbied
for vital safety and cosmetic repairs to the woefully neglected
Hiawatha-Lehigh underpass. Many thanks to the 41st Ward’s
wonderful Alderman Mary O’Connor for her support in this longneeded endeavor. The neighborhood Garden Walk is June 24. And
last, but not least, the peak of Edgebrook’s Social Season, the July
4th ECA Parade (Let Freedom Ring!) and Picnic is imminent, with
locals resplendent in their patriotic best, bike decorating contests,
old-time games in the park, marching bands, and our own Glenn
Nadig, of Nadig Newspapers, as Grand Marshal. Wanna be IN
the parade? Call me at (773) 775-4065. Everybody’s welcome! The
fun starts at 11 am at Edgebrook School, winds through town and
ends at Wildwood Park.
These successes are the work of your neighbors—neighbors
donating time and energy to make Edgebrook better. Give them a
hand. Join your Edgebrook Community Association.
Jeff Manuel—President, ECA

July 4th Poster Contest Winner
Grace O’Malley, grade 3, of
St. Mary of the Woods, is the
2012 Grand Prize winner of the
ECA’s July 4th Poster contest.
Over 300 students in Edgebrook, St. Mary of the Woods,
and Wildwood schools participated in the contest. Guided by
their teachers, they produced
many delightful posters based
on the theme of “Let Freedom
Ring”. Check http://edgebrookcommunity.org for full color
images of all of the prize winners and honorable mentions.

ECA COM M U N IT Y CA L E N DA R
There’s never been a better time to join the ECA!
Sunday, June 24 • 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
North Branch Arts Community Garden

First Annual Garden Walk
Edgebrook gardens will be
on display this Sunday from
10 am to 4 pm at the Inaugural
Edgebrook Garden Walk.

routes start at Kinzua & Devon
and include four gardens in Old
Edgebrook, five in Wildwood,
and six in Edgebrook.

Three separate garden groupings make it easy for drivers,
cyclists and walkers to visit
all the featured gardens. The

At the post-walk party (4:30 to
6:30 pm at the NBA Community Garden), you’ll be able to
meet Chicago Master Garden-

ers and to listen to pianist Jeff
Manuel. Appetizers and desserts will also be served.
Registration is at the NBA
Community Garden (Kinzua
& Devon). For a schedule of
events and suggested donations
visit edgebrookcommunity.org.

Wednesday, July 4 • 11:00 am • Edgebrook School

Parade & Picnic—Let Freedom Ring!
Our theme this year is “Let
Freedom Ring.” Grand Marshal
Glenn Nadig personifies one of
America’s great tenets of freedom—the freedom of speech.
As a journalist and publisher,
Glenn knows the importance of
a free press.

The parade will feature a march- brats, soft drinks, lemonade
ing band, flashy floats, kids on and ice cream. There will be
decorated bikes and even dogs games, prizes, and a live band.
in patriotic dress.
The festivities start at 11:00 am.
At Wildwood Park we’ll have Parade lineup at Edgebrook
an old fashioned picnic fea- School is at 10:30 am. The picturing hot dogs, hamburgers, nic begins at 12:00 pm.

Glenn will lead the parade from
Edgebrook School to Wildwood
Park and everyone—yes, we
mean everyone—is welcome to
participate.

Success! There is light at the end of the tunnel.
After more than 2 years of hard
work, 175 concerned citizens, 90
engaged neighbors, 19 meetings,
5 partner organizations, 2 elected officials and countless emails
and phone calls, the Neighborhood Connection Project can

report success. Alderman Mary
O’Connor has promised to repair the tunnel. “I will be appropriating approximately $30,000
from my aldermanic menu fund
to finance repairs to the Edgebrook Metra Underpass.”

The beautification phase of the
project will start once tunnel
repairs are completed. Citizens
working together do make a
difference. Contact Jac Charlier
at jac.charlier@gmail.com to
become involved.

Chicago may have Rahm Emanuel

But Edgebrook has Noel Buican & Mark Varner

The Gardening Corner 
by Petra Blix

The Best Way to Mulch Trees
Too much mulch can harm a tree. Mulch applied too high or too
close to the tree trunk traps excess moisture, which can cause
rot, root suffocation, insect problems and/or fungal disease. Keep
mulch at least 6 inches from the base of the tree trunk.

Wrong

June 2012 – Issue 14

Right

Keep mulch away from
base of tree. Root ﬂare
should be showing.
mulch
2 - 4" deep

Mulch applied properly will conserve moisture, especially in the
summer, reduce soil compaction, increase nutrient availability,
decrease weeds, and prevent mower and weedwacker damage.
Planting new trees correctly will also increase tree health and longevity. For detailed information see www.tree-planting.com.

Mayor Emanuel is Chicago’s number
one booster. Recently, the ECA surveyed its membership to find individuals willing to become neighborhood
mayors—in effect, ambassadors for
Edgebrook. We’d like to introduce
you to the first two of our Edgebrook
mayors.

Noel
Buican’s
commitment to
Edgebrook is eight years strong.
She’s invested in a home and in
a thriving business.

the Edgebrook School fundraiser “to help the neighborhood.”
Soon the Buicans will be able to
send their children, Maya and
Luc, to Wildwood Elementary,
another school they support.
Noel enjoys the family benefits
of the ECA. “The parade, the
egg hunt…it’s great. I’ve been
watching all the progress the
ECA is making with the underpass,” she said. “The ECA
is shaking the dust off and
making worthwhile strides for
Edgebrook.”

With husband Brad, Noel owns
and operates Aqua Salon.
“When we moved to Edgebrook
I noticed the need for a salon Noel is Edgebrook-proud. “Peolike Aqua. I saw the space on ple say, ‘Oh my gosh. I love that
Devon and we just went for it!” area. The homes are great.’ You
Raised in McHenry, Noel said don’t have to sell or advertise
that “Edgebrook reminds me of Edgebrook. People outside ada small town. You can walk to mire our area. They make me
school, there are plenty of com- feel fortunate.”
munity activities, and everyMark Varner and
thing is close by.”
his wife Kimberly
Neighborhood schools are im- have lived in Edgebrook for
portant to Noel; she sponsored twelve years. He’s an Account-

ing Manger with Tata Steel and
she is an art teacher at Disney
Magnet School. Their sons attend Edgebrook School and
Notre Dame College Prep.
The Varner family is active in
Queen of All Saints Boy Scouts
Troop 626. Mark is Troop treasurer, his older son is a Life
Scout, and his younger son is a
First Class Scout.
Mark says that Edgebrook is the
perfect neighborhood for walking. He can walk the dogs. His
family can walk to restaurants.
And a walk through the Forest
Preserve makes “you almost
forget you are in the City.”
What makes Edgebrook so special? “It’s like Mayberry with a
Chicago zip code. Nice houses,
nice people and a great place to
raise children.”
The ECA thanks Noel and Mark
and their families for making
Edgebrook special.

Your 2012 ECA Board:
Jeff Manuel (President) • Phil Loft us (Vice-President) • Christine Rosenberg (Secretary) • Jim Quinn (Treasurer) • Petra M. Blix • Jackie Boland • Michelle Brugioni • Mary Bunker • Jerry Butler • Jac Charlier
Mary Jo Garnier • Jennifer Gatesman • Jim Gillespie • Ben Gruber • Dennis Henley • Janet Kachoyeanos • Joni Kurtenbach • Julie Marske • Jody McDowell • Nora Shea • Matt Swain • Dan Trevino • Tom Wolff

It’s never too late to join the ECA.
Sign up today at
http://edgebrookcommunity.org.

