HAPPY HOLIDAYS - from the ECA

Caring for your holiday Poinsettia

It’s easy to care for your holiday plants. Avoid cold, provide direct sunlight, and water when
needed. This will keep your plant thriving throughout the holiday season and beyond!

Avoid exposure to cold: Poinsettias, native to Mexico, are very sensitive to cold drafts. Avoid buying
them from an outside stall or leaving them outside in the car. Cold exposure causes leaves to drop after a few
days. Trim off any damaged leaves and place it in a warm draft-free spot & it should rebound.

Remove the wrapping: Often sold in plastic or paper sleeves with their pots wrapped in attractive foil.
Remove all of this. Find a dish/bowl to put under the plant, to catch any runoff when watering. Be sure to
empty the dish to avoid the plant having wet roots.

Placement is key! Consider - drafts, temperature & sun light

While poinsettias like a warm spot — they will struggle when it's too hot. They thrive in temperatures between
50-75°F. Being near a hot appliance will overheat a poinsettia, and a cold, drafty windowsill can cause it to wilt
and eventually die. A steady warm temperature is best. Avoid placing your plant where temperatures fluctuate a
lot, and definitely avoid drafts!

Light - These plants are extremely picky when it comes to light. Too dark and they won’t thrive; too bright and they will
burn. Keep the plant in a spot that receives bright light for about six hours a day. In the winter, you can keep the plant
near a window.

\Watering - Poinsettia’s don’t really need a lot of water to thrive. Certainly not every day!

Water only when the soil is clearly dry! This could be every day, or every 4 days, depending on conditions.
After a week or two, you will have a good idea on frequency.

To test when your poinsettia needs water, press your finger down into the potting soil and see if it feels dry.

It is important to allow the water to drain through so the roots don’t sit in water.
So water, and come back in 15 minutes and drain the saucer beneath it to avoid root rot.

Avoid letting the soil dry out - While you want to avoid overwatering, don’t forget to water enough!

Fertilizing - NEVER during winter!! Only fertilize in spring, if you plan to keep the plant for next year.

Follow these simple rules and your plant should look great well into the new year!!



